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Considerations for Lent.—An extract. 


THovucu we ought to repent, as 
well as to pray daily, yet because we 
seldom do that well, which we pre- 
tend to do always, the church hath 
inall ages prudently thought fit to 
set apart some-solemn season, for 
the regular, and sincere performance 
of our mortification and repentance, 
and accordingly hath made choice of 
the hely time of Lent. During this 
season, We are to endeavour to with- 
draw our minds from all sensual 
pleasures; we are to fix our desires 
and our endeavours upon divine and 
spiritual things: we are to mourn 
for our sins and to resolve against 
them: we are to remember what 
vows we have already made and 
broken: how often we have failed in 
our duty. and by what temptations 
we usually fall; and consequently we 
are to renounce all affections to sin, 
and firmly purpose to lead a new 
life. 

The church in these annual solem- 
nities endeavours to stop onr career 
in sin, and to lead us to regard the 
interest of our souls. For in this 
corrupt state, whereunto weare sunk, 
our nature runs to evil, with a very 
Strong bias; it Is necessary there- 








fore, that some holy scasons should 
be appointed, for holy meditation, 
examination and penitence; lest by 
along and uninterrupted series. of 
unmortified passions, we should de- 
scend from that perfection of virtue, 
wherein the heavenly blessedness 
consists. Qur eternal happiness and 
welfare depends upon our mortify- 
ing our lusts; since God hath so or- 
dained, that if we mortify them we 
shall live; and that if we do not, 
we shall be for ever excluded from 
the regions of light and immorta- 
lity. 


The mortification of our sinful 
passions is absolutely necessary to 
the christian life. For whatsoever is 
most esteemed and loved in the 
world, must be parted with, as a 
snare, if it tempt us from our obedi- 
ence. Every person is ordained to 
a glorious and supernatural blessed- 
ness, proportionable to his dispositi- 
ons aud qualifications for it; and 
till the soul is disentangled from all 
tiose unreasonable passions which, 
clog and disease her, there is no pos- 
sibitity of her being associated with 
the blessed spirits of just men made 
perfect. nd indeed could we by any 
impossible supposition fancy a wick- 
ed soul admitted to those fruitions, its 
pleasure would be as little as its pre- 
paration for it was. What concord 
can there be between a soul whose 
affections are wedded to the flesh, and 





those pure spirits that are to live for 
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ever, upon wisdom and _ holiness, 
and joy and contemplation? Such 
a soul could never be entertained 
with the beatific vision, nor find 
any harmony or music in an halelu- 


jah. 


God hath reduced us to this issue, 
either our sins or our souls must die; 
so that unless we love our sins so 
well as to ransom them, with the 
Joss of our immortal souls, it con- 
cerns us speedily to shake them off 
by repentance, and to mortify our 
most beloved lusts, since our eternal 
happiness and welfare depend upon 
it. 

Infinite is the love of the Almigh- 
ty towards his creatures. He show- 
eth that his desire is not that we 
should die in our sins, but turn from 
them and live. And if our Heaven. 
jy Father, who hath been so infinite- 
Jy offended by us, be so ready to re- 
ceive us, is it possible, that we can 
be such enemies to ourselves, as not 
to return to a capacity of being 
eternally happy. Let us not trifle 
in a matter of such vast importance; 
let us have pity upon ourselves and 
our immortal souls, Let us repent 
now, this very day, for this is our 
day of salvation, and if we let this 
day pass, we may never have ano- 
ther. Let us make up our accounts 
as frequently as we can, that our 
repentance may in some measure 
keep pace with the errors and fail. 
ings of our lives; and that we may 
not be oppressed and confounded 
with the insurmountable weight of 
the sins of a whole life, falling upon 
us at once; and that perhaps at the 
very worst time, when we are very 
sick and weak, and have neither un- 
derstanding nor leisure, to recollect 
ourselves; and call our sins distinct- 
jy to remembrance; much less to 
exercise any fit and proper acts of 
repentance for them. 








Hannah Moore’s last Work. 


[Hannah Moore’s last work.—The truly excellent Han. 
nah Moore, has lately given to the world a work, “Mos 
ral Sketches, with Reflections on Prayer,” in two 
volumes, which she pronounces to be her last, and 
wh.ch, those whe read it, will agree with us, 1s de- 
cidedly her best work. It has many chapters upon 
subjects, which are net often found discussed in works 
of the present day, and which, in the present state of 
th. i chgious world, deserve indeed, from boih sexes, 
but especially from her own, the deepest econsiderati- 
on. We propose to give some passages from different 
parts ot hcr work- | 


‘s'l’o those who are beginning to see 
the importance of religion, may the 
writer venture to address a few 
words of affectionate and respectful 
counsel?) Carefully encourage the 
first dawning dispositions of picty 
in your hearts, Let not the world, 
nor the things of the world, stifle the 
new-born principle, nor make you 
ashamed modestly to avow it. A- 
void the danger of fancying that your 
religion is confirmed when it is just 
begun. ‘The formation of a christi- 
an character is not the work of a 
day; not only is the heart to be 
convinced of sin, but its propensi- 
ties are to be bent into a contrary 
direction. Be not impatient there- 
fore to make a public disclosure of 
your sentiments. Pray earnestly 
for more light and knowledge, and 
especially for perseverance. Beware 
that you do not run too fast; your 
speed may exhaust your strength— 
Carefully distinguish between the 
feverish heat of animal fervour and 
the vital warmth of christian feel- 
ing. Religion is a steady progres- 
sive course; it gains strength by go- 
ing, and eventually it gains speed 
also: the nearer the approach to the 
goal, the more ardent is the desire 
to reach it. ‘Though in your further 
advance you may imagine yourself, 
net so near as you did, when you 
first set out, this. is not really the 
case. You have a lower opinion of 
your state because you have obtain- 
ed higher views of the spirituality 
of the law of God, and a more hum- 











bling sense of your own unworthi- 
ness. ‘Take not too high a tone at 


first. Many have thereby not only 
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jost the ground they had gained but 
sunk into indifference themselves, 
accompanied with a prejudice against 
serious piety in others. Cultivate 
asound judgment. Judgment is to 
the faculties of the mind, what cha- 
rity is to the virtues of the heart; 
as without charity, the latter are of 
little worth, so without judgment ta- 
lents are of little comparative use. 
Judgment with the aid of God’s spi- 
rit, and the instructions of his word, 
becomes @ virtue, and a virtue of a 
higher order. It restrains irregu- 
larity, it subdues vanity, it corrects 
impetuosity, it checks enthusiasm. 
and it checks it without diminishing 
geal. The deepest humility is ge- 
nerally connected with the soundest 
judgment. ‘The judicious christian 
never adopts any opinion, because 
it is new, nor any practice because 
itis fashionable. By the continual 
exercise of the judgment, and an ha-| 
bituar aim at consistency. the chris- 
tian though animated will be order- 
ly. He 
ebullitions of zeal, as well as to the 
langours of its decay. 

Among the numerous innovations, 
of this innovating age, if is deeply 
to be lamented, that religion should 
come in for so large a portion, Many 
are distorting the sacred doctrines. 
and slichting the practical ethics of| 
the new testament. 
of the unbeliever, is employed in 
improving our faith in tne religion 
which the unbeliever denies—Genu- 
incchristianity is not, as some classes 
of men, seem to suppose, a modern 
invention; serious piety is no fresh 
innovation. Nor is christianity a 
superannuated thing which wants 
repairing, nor is it an incomplete 
thing which wants filling up, nor is 
it a redundant thing whose ex- 
cresences want loppi ings; nor a 
defective thing whose deficiencies. 
must be supplied, nor an erroneous 


Hannah Moore’ 


will be less subject to the, 


The dogmatism | 
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thing whose errors must be ex- 
punged. 

Some christians are not aware, 
that he who overleaps the truth, errs 
as widely as he who falls short of if; 
nay the danger is even greater, as it 
ismore difficult to recede than to ad- 
vance. It was the vain desire of 
overturning established truths, of 
being wiser than the wisdom of God, 
of being more perfect than the per- 
fection of the gospel, of giving new 
glosses to old opinions, and rejecting 
all opinions which did not hit their 
own distempered fancies, together 
with the temptation of being consi- 
dered as the foundersof a new school, 
which gave rise to the Ebionites, the 
Corinthians the Marcionites, and 
various other sects, and which has 
continued to this day, to introduce 
successive heresies into the church 
of Christ. [t is rational for a being 
conscious of its weakness, to desire 
to lean upon something thatis strong; 
we therefore lean upon a rock, and 
that rock is Christ. Our church is 
a rational church, for it is sober 
| without coldness, and animated withe 
out enthusiasm, Its service unites 
ithe affections of the heart with the 
faculties of the mind; it teaches to 
pray with the spirit and with the 
junderstanding also. Though itlavs 
hold. with a firmly grasping hand, 
on the blessed doctrines of the atone- 
}ment, yet it is so far from using this 
doctrine as a pretence for neglecting 
virtuous practice, that it draws from 
thence new motives, new sanctions, 
new encouregements. The legiti- 
mate members of the church (for 
she has it is to be feared some spu- 
rious ores) are not surprized that 
ina revelation from Heaven there 
should be mysteries. but they be- 
lieve that they are meant as exer- 
icises of faith; are meant to promote 
chomilits, which they consider, what- 
fever others may do. as a grand 
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fundamental in religion. They do 
not pretend to know, in what man- 
ner the Holy Spirit operates on the 
human heart, but they do know, 
tat it does operate, because it pro- 
duces that change of heart. which 
they are not ashamed to call «the 
renewing by the Holy Ghost,” and 
which distinguishes the vital from 
the nominal christian. 

In the more novel system, we 
hear much of opinions, but little of 
practice; wuch of doctrines, but lit- 
tie of holiness; much of faith—a dis- 
proportioned and unproductive faith 
—hlut little of repentance. These 
grand ingredients, which when se- 
verally coupled together, make up 
the sum and substance of christianity 
—these jeint essentials, which St. 
Paul preached invariably, and which, 
by never separating he preached ef- 
fectually, are now considered as se- 
parate interests, and severed from 
each other as having no necessary 
CONNEXION. 

Our great spiritual adversary, 
who successfully employs the vici- 
ous as the corruptors of morals; 
knows it to be a stale and fruitless 
device, to make them his agents for 
misleading the judgment, and be- 
wildering the imagination, and there- 
fore by a refinement of ingenuity, 
prompts the more virtuous to the ac- 
complishment of spiritual mischiefs. 
Moral men, are his selected instru- 
ments for broaching novel, enticing 
and dangerous opinions. These mo- 
ral, but wayward persons, seem to 
have overlooked the fine supplication 
ofthe Anostle, thatGod, would ‘esta- 
blish, strengthen, and settle them.” 
Every move in the new machine 
seems to shake, weaken, unsettle. 
One pinin the old system is pulled out 
after another, till the whole magni- 
ficent fabric, if its security depend- 
ed upon them, would fall to the 





Of some Fasiionable Novelties. 


shown us, in the character of his 
vaccillating son Reuben, how de- 
structive instability is of excel- 
lence. 


Of some Fashionable Novelties. 


Ir is evident from what we see of 
the works which now circulate in 
England, that the members of the 
church are awakening to its real. 
dangers, and begin to discover the 
mischievous effects of the notions, 
Which for sometime past, have al- 
most entirely engrossed the attenti- 
on of the religious part of the com- 
munity. How many volumes have 
been written (by men who might 
have been so much better employed) 
to prove that regeneration is some- 
thing altogether distinct from «the 
washing of regeneration,” and that 
the «sign’? and the thing signified 
have not necessarily any connection | 
the one with the other. And all this 
too with an earnestness, as if eternal 
damnation was the almost inevitable 
doom of those who are guilty of the 
horrible crime of using one single 
English word, in its ancient and 
etymological sense.* In this sense 
it is used in our bibles, in our prayer 
books, by the primitive christians, 
by the reformers, and by the most 
tearned and pious divines and lay- 





*The term regeneration, or a new birth, is used in 
Scripture, and by the primitive Fathers in a figurative 
sense, and to ascertain the true meaning of figurative 
language, we must have recourse to the thing itseif. | 
What is meant by a natural birth we all understand; it | 
implies an entrance into this state of existenec. ‘Vo be 
born again, or to be regenerated, implies our entrance 
into the Christian Church. It could never be applied 
with propriety to any change, which required a length | 
of tim«, or was of a progressive nature. This would be | 
at variance with the figure. 
strong and comprehensive expression to mark that great 
change, which then took place, and now takes place in | 


the condition of a person, who is transferred from a | 


state of nature, to the Church of Chr'st. 

If it were used to denote that growth in grace whichis | 
earried on, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, this would be 
an entire ree trom the figure; for birth and growth 
are very different things If it was used as synonimous 
to conversion, this too would be a violation of the figure, 
because conversion means a change from one religion 
to another, or froma life of sin, to a hfe of hotness. 
But when it is confined to our entering into covenant 
with God, to our becoming members of Christ, and in- 
heritors of the kingdom of heayen, it retains its true 





ground. ‘The patriarch Jacob has 


meaning and force, 
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men of every age. 
seem quite unreasonable to expect 
of sober minded christians, who of 
S course have not yet attached them- 
4 selves, to the sect of **Phraseolo- 
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Of some Fashionable Noveliies. 
Now it doth|affirmed to be, regenerated, need we 
to wonder at the secession which has 
taken place from the church cf Eng- 
land, and that when those, who in 
reality caused that secession re- 
proach the seceders for turning away 
from them—they should in turn be 
told by those misguided people *«‘your 
own doctrines furnish one reason, 
why we could no longer remain in 
communion with the church.” 


gists (see Hannah Moore’s latest 
work) that they will quit all this! 
eood company, for the sake of any,| 
which they would get by the ex- 
change. And moreover it is a chris- 
tian’s privilege to protest against 
this not epen and above board way| We have some knowledge of the 
of introducing into the church the | apologies too, which have been offer- 
doctrine that divine grace is irresis- ed, for thus assailing the formula- 
tible and indefeasible. lries of the church. But besides that 

We have read some of the pro-|they are founded in untruth (because 
found investigations and bewildering | those who use the word regenerati- 
elucidations of this plainsimple sub-|on, in the same sense in which the 
ject, and though we confess they|scriptures and oer prayer books use 
may be of service, in misleading,jit, inculcate the necessity of reno- 
and perplexing and distressing some| vation, or the renewing of the Holy 
of the unlearned, yet pious mem-|Ghost) yet if any churchman had 
bers of our communion, and it|been foolish enough to insist that 
may be, that in some cases the mind |baptism rightly administered, would 
of the author or of the reader, may | per se, ensure final salvation, such a 
be made “the dupe of its own inge-!man would not have required, and 
nuity’? yet unquestionably they con-/it is scarcely to be believed, that he 
tain misrepresentations and perver-! would have received an answer. And 
sions, of both old and modern di-|moreover, such ‘‘rroundiless fancies” 











vines, which we make bold to say, | 
would add nothing to the reputation 
of anadvocate at the bar, expressly 
retained to «make the worse appear 
the better’? cause. When such things 
are—when such unwearied pains are 
taken to prove te us that our prayer 
book, in some of its ofices would 
corrupt one of the «fundamentals”’ 
of christianity—that when it directs 
the clergyman to say ‘seeing now 
that this child is regenerate and 
grafted into the body of Christ’s 


if at all worthy of notice, might 
have been combated and exposed. 
without uttering one word against, 
or desiring any innovations in the 
language of the offices of the church. 
Indeed, the best mode of replying 
to such a churchman, would have 
been, to refer him to his prayer 
book, and to what is so explicitly 
declared in the offices and catechism. 
The subject is a plain one, easily to 
be understood by plain unsophisti- 
cated minds, which can be content 











church,” and when also thanks are|to understand it, without the aid of 
offered to Almighty God «that it)a Calvinistic argument about it. The 
has pleased him to regenerate this|offiice of baptism, in our prayer books, 
infant with his Holy Spirit,’ what is|fully explains it, and every thing 
asserted may be, and as we are told| that can be taught about it, and its 
often must be utterly untrue, and that| explanation, must be correct, or 
the infant when baptized, may not! the scriptures speak that which is 
be, as in the service he is positively ‘not the truth. 
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{t is most wonderful that profes- 
sing churchmen, when writing about 
things treated of in our prayer 
book, and writing too to churchmen, 
should never deem it prudent to re- 
commend the perusal of what the 
prayer book teaches upon the subject. 
Those forms were compiled with 
great care, and by giants iu divini- 
ty. ‘They have been approved of 
for ages, by men of as much learn- 
ing and piety, as any of the pre- 
sent dav. Yet it seems ‘hey are now 


to be thrown aside, and in place of 


them, we are told to consult Scott, 
and Faber. and Simeon, and Wright, 
and the Christian Observer, et id 
genus omne. 


Oh! how eager, are some clhiristi- 
ans to dwell upon novelties, and 
niceties and strange things, and hid- 


den things too, rather than upon the! 


plain, simple, intelligible doctrines 
and precepts of christianity; and in- 
stead of inculcating the love of God. 
and of man for God’s sake, to dis- 
course 

Of Providence, foreknowledge, will and fate, 

¥ix’d fate, free will, foreknowledge absolute, 

And find no end in wandering mazes lost. 

Alas! (and we are going to quote the 
words of good old Bishep Taylor 
the niceties of aspruce understanding 
and the serious nothings of useless 
speculation, and all the opinions of 
men, that make the divisions of heart 
and do nothing else, cannot bring us 
one drop of comfort, in the day of 
tribulation & ave therefore no parts 
of faith, When a man begins tru- 
ly to fear God, and is in the agonies 
of mortification. all those new no. 
things and curiosities will lie neglect- 
ed by him, as baubles do by children, 
when they are deadly sick. ‘That only 
is faith which makes us to love God, 
to do his will, to suffer his ie.pe- 
sitions, to trust his promises, to see 
through a cloud. to overcome the 
world, to resist the devil, to stand 





On Scepticism. 


in the day of trial, and to be com. 
forted in all our sorrows.” 





(From Rennell’s late and valuable work on Scepticism, 
we have already given a brief extract. We provose, to 
divide some of its most valuable chapters into num- 
bers, and shall endeavour to put our readers in pos- 
session, of some thing more than a mere outline of the 
author’s reasoning upon the subject. ] 


No. 1. 

In all diseases, whether of the bo- 
dy or of the mind, it is necessary for 
those who would apply an adequate 
and efficacious remedy, to carry 
their objections below the surface of 
the evil, and consider well the na- 
ture and tendency of those habits 
which both produce and confirm the 
disorder, Until a search has been 
made into the ulterior causes of the 
complaint, all the attention and care 
which can be paid to its external 
appearance will end in disappoint- 
ment, and will often rather agegra- 
vate, than diminish the malady. 
Scepticism its one of those evils 
which is deeply seated in the consti- 
tufion of the mind, and its hostility 
lis directed rather against religion as 
a whole, than against anv particu 
lar part or modification of it. Did 
it content itself with rejecting the 
Gospel alone, it might fairly be sup- 


)|posed to entertain some particular 


objection. either to the evidences, 
or to the doctrines which might be 
rationally discussed and speedily de- 
termined. But the rejection of the 
Gzospel is only 2 part of the disor- 
ders; its uniform tendency is to un- 
dermine the foundations upon which 
any reasonable belief in a superin- 
tending Providence, or an immortal 
soul can securely rest. For notwith- 
standing we may sometimes persuade 
ourselves to the contrary, Deis is 
but a creature of the imagination, 
and however anxiously it is at first 
nursued, it is soon intercepted by 
sone other object; or like a shadow, 
at the very first turn we take, it va- 





nishes from our yiew. Even the 
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© selves the disciples of the lowest 
' scepticism. 


| dispensation, we may conclude that 


- cial symptoms of the disease, but 


built edifice, and confessed them 
When then we hear ob- 
jections started against the christian 


they are generally only the superfi- 


that the real seat of the disorder is 
below. It is not to the Gospel, but 
to the Author of the Gospcl, that 
the hostility of scepticism is ulti- 
wate'y to be referred. 

Of those indeed, who have been 
recovered from this fearful malady, 
and have been restored to the health, 
the strength and the life of christi- 
anity, few have ever been persuad- 
ed by any particular arguments; be- 
cause no particular arguments can 
reach the seat of the disease. ‘Phe 
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real motives of his rejection were 
unsuspected even by himself, he will 
surely not object to bring the cause 
a second time before the bar ef his 
reason, and calmly to consider, 
whether his frst decision, was not 
given, under an undue and unwor- 
thy influence; and whether if that 
influence be removed, the whole 
cause will not take another turn, 
and be concluded by an opposite de- 
termination. 

If the causes of scepticism, which 
we assign, are just, it is highly ex- 
pedient, that they should be laid 
open, that by exhibiting the actual 
seat of the disorder, other remedics, 
than those usually prescribed, may 
be generally and effectually applied. 
On the contrary should the operati- 
on of the causes in this instance be 
denied, they yet remain among the 
first passions and principles of our 
nature, and as such, it is well that 





common process of scepticism is first 
fo reject the whole, and then to 
question the validity of each compo- 
nent part. The application therefore 
of the remedy must be analogous to 
the course of the disorder; the mind 
must first be prepared for the recep- 
tion of the whole, before it can be 
induced to abandon an objection to 
any particular part. 

T'o descend into our own hearts, 
to lay open the secretsprings of eur 
action, even to ourselves, is a difli- 
cult and disagreeable task, Much as 
we dread the exposure of our mo- 
tives to others, we sbrink still more, 
from the discovery of them to our- 
selves. If scepticism hiowever, be, 
as it is represented to be, the result 
of patient investigation, surely of 
all men the sceptic will have the 
least reason to complain of the in- 
quiry being carried below the sur- 


face, even into the very recesses of 
And if in the course of 


his soul. 


that inquiry, he shall find, that the 


their future tmeursions should be 


‘guarded against, especially by those 


who are the least willing to allow 
their operation. 

The causes of scepticism may be 
divided into moral and intellectual. 
Insome cases, they act singly, in 
others conjointlys; sometimes one is 
predominant, sometimes another. But 
though combined in great variety, 
their mode of operation is uniform, 
and their object the same, and be- 
fore any recovery from the disease 
can be expected, their tendency 
must be counteracted, and their in- 
fluence diminished. 

Of the moral causes which may 
be assigned for the prevalence of 
sceptical principles, the first is the 
indulgence of licentious habits—the 
second is pride. Of the intellectual 
causes which may be assigned for the 
prevalence of sceptical principles, 
the first is ignorance, the second 
is the imperfection of all human 
‘knowledge. —Of these in their order. 











—— SS 


— —————————————— 
: —== 


———————— 


ee 








56 An Answer by a Clergyman. 


Rd. Hooker of Election.—There are, 
that elevate too much the ordinary, 
and immediate means of life, relying 
wholly upon the bare conceit of that 
eternal election, which not withstand. 
ing includeth a subordination of 
means Without which, we are not 
actually brought to enjoy, what God 
secretly did intend; and therefore to 
build upon God’s election, if we keep 
wot ourselves to the ways which he 
hath appointed for men to walk in, is 
but a self deceiving vanity. When 
the Apostle saw men called to the 
participation of Jesus Christ after 
the Gospel of God embraced, and 
ile sacrament of life received, he 
teareth not then to put them, in the 
number of elect saints. ’Till then, 
notwithstanding their preordination 
unto life, which none could know of 
saving God, what were they, inthe 
Apostles own account, but children 
of wrath. as well as others, plain a- 
licns, altogether without hope, stran- 
rors utterly without God in this pre- 
seit world. Predestination bringeth 
not to life, without the grace of ex- 
ternal vocation, wherein our bap- 
tismm is implied. For as we are not 
naturally men, without birth, nor 
neither are we christian men, in the 
eye of the church of God, but by 
new birth—nor, according to the 
manifest ordinary course of divine 
dispensation new born, but by that 
baptism, which both declareth and 
maketh us christians. Jn which re- 
spect we justly hoid it to be the door 
of cur actual entrance into God’s 
house, the first apparent beginning 
of life, a seal perhaps to the grace 
of election before received, but to 
our sanctification here 
hath not any before it. 





From an Answer by a Cler cymen to Cuestions 
proposed to ham by a Lady. 


EveEry person, who is converted, 
renewed in the spirit of his mind, &c. 


is scripturally authorised to consj.|~ 
der himself to be in a state of sal.” 
vation.—In which state he is also) 7 


warranted to regard himself as con. 


tinuing, SO long as by divine grace, | 


he is enabled habitually to exhibit 
the genuine evidences of a convert. 
ed state; or in other words faithful. 
ly to perform the appointed conditi- 
ons of salvation; namely **repen- 
tance towards God, and faith to- 


— 





wards our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 


A person wi!:o wishes to satisfy 7 


himself, whether he is converted, or 


in other words, whether he is in a/ 


state of 
information to the scriptures; that 
is to say, he must inquire what are 


the marks which the scriptures give, 


as descriptive of persons who are 
in a state of salvation; and must 
examine whether at present these 
marks are fairly applicable to him- 
self. 

Ido not conceive that there isa 
single text of scripture, which if 


rightly interpreted, directs a person | 


to refer, for the decision of these 
points, to internal impulses, or to 
other internal sensations, by what- 
ever names they may be called, 
which some pious people regard, as 
special tokens that their sins are 
forgiven, and that they are in a state 
of salvation. If there is no such di- 
rection in scripture, to rely on these 
impulses is unwarranted and must 
therefore be unsate. 


When 


we consider the extreme 


credulity to which, on subjects un- 


connected with religion, experience 


Ihas repeatedly shewn, that the hu- 
a step that) 


inan imagination may be carried— 
how casily people of warm concepti- 
ons may persuade themselves, that 
they feel what they wish to feel— 
how much all internal feclings are 
liable to be produced, or to fluctuate, 





according to the state of the nerves 


salvation. must apuly for! 
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and spirits, according to bodily 
health and constitution, according to 
natural liveliness or slowness of the 
fancy, according to the strength and 
sobriety, or the weakness and hasti- 
ness of the judgment. We must re- 
gard it, I think, as an instance of 
mercy, and loving kindness in God, 
that he has not referred us on the 
most important of all subjects, to in- 
ternal impressions which must be so 
dubious and uncertain, and accord- 
ing to their presence or absence, 
might excite groundless confidence 
or groundless despair. 


The scriptures have given us a 
clearer and safer criterion. ‘They 
refer us to solid facts; to a plain 
rule which we cannot mistake, but 
by our own fault. In various pas- 


sages, they describe “the fruits of | 


the spirit,’’ the dispositions of heart, 
and the consequent course of life, 
which distinguish those persons, who 
are in a state of salvation—Let a 
person examine his own heart and 
life impartially, as before God, and 
compare them, with the characte- 
ristic descriptions, given in the New 
Testament of the righteous. If they 
agree with those descriptions, he 
may humbly entertain a just confi- 
dence, that he isin a state of sal- 
vation; if they do not, he must con- 
clude the contrary. He that deeth 
righteousness is righteous—They 
that are Christ’s have crucified the 
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in him—If any man love the world 
the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eye, and the pride of life, the 
love of the Father is not in him— 
The fruit of the Spirit is in all good- 
ness, and righteousness and truth— 
If a man love me, he will keep my 
words; he that loveth me not, keep- 
eth not my sayings—If we say that 
we have fellowship with him, and 
walk in darkness, we lie; but if 
we walk in the light, the blood of 
Jesus Christ, cleanses from all sin— 
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, long suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, tempe- 
rance. 


From these and numerous other 
passages of scripture, which might 
have been produced, it is manifest 
that the standard, by which we are 
directed to learn and may learn, 
whether we are in a state of salvati- 
on, is this—to examine and judge 
fairly whether a fervent love, thro’ 
faith of God, and our Redeemer, 
proving itself by the only true test; 
a life of habitual holiness, is the 
grand predominant principle which 
filis our hearts and directs our acti- 
ons. If it be so, we are converted; 
we live unto God, and Christ, not 
to ourselves, the world, the flesh, 
or the devil; we are in a state of 
salvation; and the grace of God will 
maintain us therein, if we ourselves 





Jabour steadfastly to persevere, thro 


flesh, with the aifections and lusts— | his grace in faith, and piety and 


He that doth my commandments, he 
it is that loveth me—Ye are my 
friends, if ye do what I command 
you—Every one that doeth righte- 
ousness is born of God—-Whosoever 
doth not righteousness is not of God 
—Every one that Joveth (God and 
his neighbour) is born of God— 
This is the love of God that we 
keep his commandments—He that 
Keepeth his commandments dwelleth 


holiness unto death. 


If any other 
principle is our ruling principle, or 
if we are balancing between this and 
any other principle, we are not in a 
state of salvation; for «*no man can 
serve two masters” atthe same time; 
sye cannot serve Christ and mammon.? 
What concord hath God with Betial? 
‘Whosoever shall keep the whole 
law, and yet offend in one point, he 





isguilty of all. 


— 





For the Repository. 


Ir cannot be unknown, to the 
members of one of the learned profes- 
sions, that their fraternity have been 
by many suspected of being gene- 
‘ally unfriendly to christianity, and 
withal that many pariiculars have 
sccurred, to lead to this melancholy 
conclusion. We have persuaded our- 
selves, that there is no description 
of men, not even the divines, who 
have better opportunities, and with 
very little trouble too, to be eminent- 
ly instrumental in awakening those 
who are asleep, and turning ma- 
ny to righteousness. When the pa- 
tient is obliged to think of death, 
and after that the judgment, and is 
disposed, more than at any other 
time to listen to the precious word 
of promise, the physician has indeed 
amost glorious opportunity of urg- 
ing him to repentance, and faith and 





A Few ITinis. 


and multiply. It has been told 
to us of the exemplary Boer- 
haave, that he did not think that 
the most reverential acknowledg- 
ment, and most open profession of | — 
his religion, as a christian, derogated |- 
in any degree from his high reputa- 
tion as a physician—that it was his 
constant rule to rise very early, and 
to spend an hour in secret prayer, | — 
and in meditation upon some part of | 
the scriptures. This rule too he re- | 
commended to his friends as the best 
he could give them for their preserva- 
tion, judiciously observing that the 
health of the body must depend, 
more or less, on the tranquility of 
the mind. We also learn of Sir 


‘James Stenhouse M. D. that he for 


a number of years kept by hima 
number of copies of the litthe book 
called «*The Mourner,” to the end 
that when he could not prolong the 





prayer, and reliance on the mercy 
of God through the alone merits of 
‘arist Jesus, and with his inquiries 
touching the diseases of the body, to 
speak with tender and affectionate 
concern of the maladies of the soul. 
We have a notion, that if a skil- 


ful physician of the soul as well as, 


of the body, he would sometimes 


discover. that spiritual maladies, if 


not the real cause of the patient's 
bodily sufferings, prove great hin- 
drances to the recovery which his 
medicines are expected to effect, so 
that in essaying the cure of the 
disorders of the soul, he would 
strictly and most efficiently be Ia- 
bouring in his vocation. 

It may be true that many of the 
medical gentlemen, are the enemies 


life of a patient, he might be ready to 
(offer consolation and support to the 
‘alllicted friends. We are in posses- 
sion of a work written by this last 
uentioned gentleman, the title of 
which is ««Friendly Advice to a Pa- 
tient.””. In commendation of this 
little work, we need to say nothing 
more, that it is one of the pieces 
Which has been printed by the Socie- 
ty in Engiand for Promoting Cliris- 
tian Knowledge. 

We design occasionally to copy 
‘into this journal parts of this work 
‘for the edification of all. The phy- 
sician may learn how much more 
eoed than he usually does, may be 
done by him; and patients may find 
‘reason to believe, what a blessed 
thing it is, in the moment of bodily 











to, or they might say, only reject|suffering and of awful preparation 


in part, the truths of christianity. | 


But it is certain that some of them 
have approved themselves real and 


ative disciples of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and it is our fervent desire 


that the number thereof may increase 


for eternity, to be attended by a re- 
lalty christian physician. 
itindeed, (says Sir James Sten- 


house) requires no less attention to 
a variety of circumstances, in or- 
‘der to restore health and soundness 
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to the mind than to the several symp- 
toms in order to cure the diseases of 
the body. For it is by no means suf- 
ficient tosay, I will talk to a man 
in such and such a manner, because 
he is sick or in pain, ‘he nature 
of his malady—the course of life, 
which in some instances might occa- 
sion or contribute towards it—lits 
presumption or despair—the various 
approaches towards either extreme, 
and the sense or disregard which he 
shows to chastisements or mercies, 
all these require a very different 
treatment. So that whoever can 


Office of Vestrymen. 








59 


cern, and not confined to a particu- 
lar order of men. It is in the pow- 
er evenof every private christian to 
suggest religious hints to his relati- 
ons, friends and others. Sach hints, 


judiciously timed, may, through the 


grace of God, awaken the careless, 
reclaim the vicious, and set forward 
an universal reformation; a work 
which we cannot hope to see accom- 
plished without the concurrence of 
many hands, and which calls aloud 
for help from every quarter. 

On the whole, let us always be 
mindful of those important truths, 


justly hope to succeed, must not on-| that peace, humility, meckness and 
ly have a distinguishing and well/charity are essentials of religion— 
disposed mind, but he must also be| that guill is the certain spring of 
habitually exercised in the methods, | anxiety: that to be good is to be hap- 
and well furnished with the argu-/|py—that increase of goodness is in- 
ments and texts proper for convicti-|crease of happiness, and that the 
on, reproof, instruction, exhortation; whole system of christianity tends 
and comfort. to produce the utmost perfection of 
There will be a great difference| goodness, attainable by mortals in 
between what may be written down, | this life, in order to the acquisition of 
and the casual unrestrained freedom |eternal happiness hereafter. Were 
of a personal conversation together | those truths implanted deeply in all 
with such a prudential use of op-| our hearts, we should soon find such 
portunities, as will arise from doola reformation, as every good man 
servations of the patients dispositions. | would Wish, though perhaps none 
sometimes indeed to be learned, in}can expect. 
liis very countenance. It is our duty, however, to pro- 
The advice of the physician, how) mote it to the utmost of our pow- 
judiciously soever given, will in/er, and to pray daily that the glo- 
many cases, be fruitless, even when rious God, who is the Creator and 
our expectations are the most san-|lover of mankind, would afford us, 
guine; and one time, or other, inust | his all-powerful grace, that we may 
necessarily become so in all. But) respect those truths as they deserve, 
While reason is not wholly extinct,!that we may use the means for the 
the good offices of the christian way | attainment of that great end, which 
always be useful, To attempt at least} his iufinite goodness has proposed, 
to dissipate that cloud of ignorance, |and that we may at all times, and in 
which has overspread the generality | all places, be ever careful to do our 
of our fellow christians, and to/part towards it.” 


_—_— —— 








Jet in the light of the gospel on their 
benighted minds; to contribute as 
far as inus lies, within our respec- Office of Vestrymen. 
No. 1. 
I'v is apart of our design, to devote 
occasionally, a column of our ma- 


For the Repository. 
tive province to suppress vice, and 
to promote practical religion in our 
neighbourhood; is the common con-: 
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gazine to the discussion of this sub- 
ject. For obvious reasons, it is not 
proper to attempt a very learned dis- 
cussion of it, or to study such an 
arrangement of the materials, as the 
methodical mind, would be most apt 
to approve of. The duties of a ves- 
tryman are various, and upon the 
faithful and correct discharge of 
them, in a measure, depends the 
spiritual welfare of those, by whom 
he is appointed. They are to be 
discharged too most commonly by 
men who can best understand what 
is explained in the plainest and most 
unadorned style. 

Those duties are, all of them, to 
be found in our acts of assembly, 
and the constitutions and canons of 
the general and state conventions. 
It is indeed much to be desired, that 
a copy of each of those couid be 
procured, and carefully read by all, 
who are selected in our parishes to 
be yestrymen. But as this is more 
than we can expect, it will be our 
aim to explain the powers which 
they possess, the duties imposed up 
pon them, and now and then to state 
what we suppose to have been the 
reasons, for adopting some of those 
regulations by the ecclesiastical au- 
thority. 

We cannot, it is true, be indebt- 
ed to the legislature for any of our 
religious priviteges, but could elect 
vestrymen, and assign to them most 
of the duties, which they now dis- 
charge, although the legislature had 
refused to us a vestry law. Yet be 
it remembered, that without the con- 
seit of the legislature, every gift, 
sale or devise, to any religious de- 
nomination, to and for the support 
of a minister, is void, and church 
property, eventhe prayer book and 
bible, which are used at the desk, 
and the plate which is provided for 
the communion table, would be at 


ture did not create some body, in 
whom to vest title to the property de- 
»igned for the use of the church, and 
its ministers. Now the legislature 
has expressed its consent, and en- 
acted for the church, as in other 
laws it has enacted for different re- 
ligious societies, those provisions, 
which were deemed necessary to se- 
cure to all the free and undisturbed 
enjoyment ef their religious privile- 
ges. We can avail ourselves of those 
privileges, only upon the terms on 
which they are offered to us. The 
members of the church in the electi- 
on of their vestries, and the latter 
in executing the powers with which 
the legislature has clothed them, must 
pursue the law, or forego every pri- 
vilege and advantage which it is the 
design of the vestry act to confer 
upon the members of our communi- 
on. 


By this act of assembly, «the 
vestrymen of every parish in this 
State are declared to be a corpora- 
tion, by the name of the vestry of 
the parish to which they belong, and 
as such may acquire and hold pro- 
perty of any description, provided 
that its clear and annual value, (ex- 
Clusive of the rents of pews collect- 
ed inchurches, funeral charges, and 
the like,) shall not exceed $ 2000. 
An estate in fee simple, in all pro- 
perty formerly belonging to the 
church of England, or hereafter to 
belong to the P. E. church in Ma- 
ryland, is vested in the vestry as 
trustees. It is then of importance 
to each parish, thatits people should 
know who ave to elect, and who may 
be elected vestrymen? When, and 
how the election is to be made? 
These questions will be best an- 
swered, by the law itself, and we 
here insert some of its provisions, 
relative thereto. 


«‘¢That vestries shall be chosen for each 





every body’s mercy, if the legisla- 


parish within this state in the following maun- 



























































state above twenty one years of age, resident 
ofthe parish where he offers to vote six 
a months next preceding the day of election, 
“+ who shall have been entered on the books of 
the said parish one month at least preced- 
ee ing the day of election as a member of the 
> protestant Episcopal Church, and who shal! 
also contribute to the charges of the said pa 
yishin which he offers to vote such sum as 


Ee 


jin writing, make known and declare, net 
F exceeding two dollars, shall have a right of 


% ; sis 
such parish; and all persons so qualified 
‘shall, on the next ensuing Easter Monday, 


) parish church, or if there shall be two or 





chen at sech other place as the rector of the 


or such of them as may assemble in each 
| pavish, shall proceed, by a majority of votes, 


_ and the rector of the parish shall always be 


Wyatt's 


ner: Every free white male citizen of this 


5a majority of the vestry in each parish shall 
Sannually, within ten days after their election, 


n 


3 e . . . ° 
‘suffrage in the election of vestrymen for 


i assemble in their respective parishes, at their 


more Protestant Eniscopal Churches in any 
parish, atthe church first built therein, or 
ifthere be in any parish no such church, 


fea Obes Ae. 


parish, ov ifthere be no rector, as any three 
/or more vestrymen, may have publicly no- 
tified to the parishioners, and the said per- 
sons, so qualified to vote, when assembled, 


to elect, by ballot, eight vestrymen from a- 
mong the persons qualified to vote, who, 
with the rector of the parish for thetime be- 
ing, shall be deemed and considered the 
vest: y of the said parish for the ensuing year, 


one of the vestry 


Sermon. 
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of the P. E. Church of the United 
States, in which that church is dis- 
tinguished from all other denomina- 
tions of christians—by the Rev. 
Wm. E. Wyatt, of Baltimore’, has 
recently been published. ‘To the 
sermon the author has appended a 
number of valuable notes. This 
sermon having been preached in the 
church at Baltimore, its publication 
was solicited by a number of those 
who had the pleasure to hear it, and 
this solicitation, and an assurance 
‘that something of such a nature 
has been often desired, and may be 
useful in aiding the religious instruc- 
tion of the family,” induced its pub- 
lication. We rejoice to hear that 
the discourse has been in considera- 
ble demand, and is read with that 
deep interest, which the subjects 
themselves, and the very liberal and 
able manner, in which they are cx- 
plained, and discussed, by this re- 
ally pious and sound divine, ought 
to awaken. It well deserves the at- 
tentive perusal of all, of whatever 





«That the register of the parish shall, and 
itis hereby declared to be his duty, to enrol 


any person of the Protestant Episcopal, 


Church who shall apply for the purpose, on 
the books of the parish, under the penalty 
of eight dollars, and he shall be authorised 


- to demand and receive the sum of six cents 


for each and every such enrollment 

«That if, from any cause whatever, those 
persons qualified to vote in any parish should 
suffer Easter Monday to elapse without any 


_ election of vestrymen, then the said election 


may be held on any other day appointed ‘or 
the purpose, at any time after, although it 
may be in any subsequent year, of which 
day notice shall be given by the rector (if 
any) in his church immediately after divine 


service, on two succeeding Sundays, and if 


no rector, by any two vestrymen, or of those 
persons who last possessed the povrers of 


vestrymen, by writing set up at the door of 


the church ten days before the day of meet- 
ing. ote 
For the Repository. 
Wyatt's Sermon.—“«A sermon ex- 


hibiting some of principal doctrines 


religious denomination, who desire 
to knowthe pretensions of ourchurch, 
‘to be regarded as a true church of 
But in an especial manner, 
it claims the deep. consideration of 
‘episcopalians, and yet more especi- 
‘ally of those, (perhaps not a few in 
number of the laity,) who profess 
‘to be members of the church, (and 
isome of them too, it may be, are 
commnunicants in it) and yet cannot 
assign one sensible reason, why 
they are members of it, and give it 
a preference to other religious socie- 
ties. It is heart rending to reflect 
how many among us there are of 
this description, who know of this 
same church, little more than it is 
the ehurch in which the Prayer Book 
is used, and that their fathers, and 
their mothers, and their ancestors 
before them for many generations, 
‘were members of it. Ought it then 


‘Christ. 











to be matter of wonder, that there! 
should be so many perhaps proud of 


their religious privileges, and more- 
over wise in their own conceit,”’ yet 
invincibly obstinate in their refusal 
to be instructed in the truth?—who 
confound things the most opposite 
and contradictory in their nature, 
and who are satisfied with their in- 
difference and ignorance, which they 
most perversely call liberality and 
charity. 
ve alike deplore the deplorable 
condition of tiiose who would tellus, 
that «for modes of faith let angry 
zealots fight,’ (and all this would 


call bigotry and intolerance,) and of 


hese who think they are good 
churchmen, simply because they 
hate and can revile, other denomi- 
nations of christians. If the time 
should come, and that time may 
come, When even in this land it shall 
he deemed disreputable to be a chris- 
tian, and the disciples of a crucified 
Redeemer, may here be exposed to 


contempt, and persecution and death; | 


is not truth if it do not 
us in affirming, that all 
professing christians will be 


histery 
Warrant 
such 
in haste 
and to «follow the multitude to do 
evil.” He, who, in religion is ‘“eve- 
ry thing by turns and nothing long,” 
will be «stiff in opinion,” yet ‘al- 
ways in the wrong.’”? He who would 
be thought of every faith, will ever 
prove to be faithless. 


Wyait’s Sermon. 


ed into numerous sects and denomi. 
nations, all of them holding, through 
the grace and Providence of God, 
some of the leading and essential 
doctrines of the Gospel, and all aim. 
ing no doubt at the attainment of 
eternal life, through the obedience 
of Christ. But notwithstanding this 
similarity in many respects, there 
exists a great and palpable disagree. 
ment in others; and if two indivi. 
duals or societies manifestly contra. 
dict each other, one must be wrong, 
though perhaps neither may be right, 
fn this opposition of creeds and sects, 
it belungs to every man to be ac. 
quainted with his own—With_ his 
neighbour’s creed he has no further 
concern, than in the exercise of chris- 
tian love, to be able to point out any 
dangerous infraction of the pisses 
of the gospel.’? Hence it is most le- 
gitimately inferred to be ‘an inte- 








to desert the persecuted, 








When the! 


resting and profitable employment 
toshow, why we are Protestant Epis- 
copalians; to point out the principal 
doctrines in holding which we are 
distinguished from other denomina- 
tions of christians; and which have 
‘determined us to worship our God 
and Saviour in this church, in pre- 
ference to those pious and respecta- 
ble religious associations bearing 
any other appellation.”’ 

In another place, remarks our au- 
thor, «It is known to be a frequent, 
and [ had almos! said a fashionable 
remark, that all the various chris- 


gospel’ *says the reverend author, 'tian associations are virtually but one 


«enjoins us to be ready always to, 
give 


‘that there is no important disagree- 


an answer to every one that}ment in their sees, and that if we 


may ask a reason of the hope that/are only sincere aud zealous in the 


is inus,” and «to contend earnestly 


m ° ° : =. ‘ : @ : . nf . 
for the faith once delivered to the) which is embraced.” Of this fashion- 


observance of any, it matters not 


saints,’ it equally obliges us to as-|able notion, all that need to be said, 


certain, and thoroughly understand, jis that unless God be in error, 


what the characteristics of that faith 
may be. We cannot expiain what 
we do not ourselves distinctly appre- 
hend. ‘The christian world ts divid- 





or 
the scriptures not his word, all such 
notions must be groundless and dan- 
serous, Whatever allowance the 


Sovereign Judge of all may in his 
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‘ings and of our wills. 
to ascertain not what God ought to 


infinite mercy make for involuntary | 
error or invincible ignorance; what- 
ever mercy may be instore for those 
who from various Causes, may have 
departed from the truth, yet it is the 
duty of all, according to the oppor- 
iunities and talents afforded to them, 


faithfully, honestly and persevering: 


iy, to seek the truth, and unhesitat- 


ingly to embrace it, when discover- 


ed. ‘Lhe christian need not to be 


iold, that God’s thoughts are not as 


yur thoughts, and yet he demands of 
us the obedience of our understand- 
Our duty is 


have commanded, but what he does 
command us to believe and to do, 
and when this is made known to us, 


Of Devotion. 
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mistaken judgments of his frail crea- 
tures,”” all who believe in him with 
a living faith, a faith producing ho- 
liness, whatever may be their chris- 
tian denomination, may inherit eter- 
nal life. And that without this faith 
and holiness, no profession. or de- 
nomination will prevail; but on the 
contrary, the purer a man’s faith 
has been, the greater will his con- 
demnation be, if it has proved una- 
vailing to his sanctification.”? ‘The 
man who doubts this, we apprehend, 
either is a most ignorant christian, 
or a most Wise one, Wise enough to 
have discovered more of God’s plans 
and methods of proceeding, than it 
has pleased him to reveal of them. 
He ought indeed closciy to examine 





the will of the lawgiver must be ta- 
ken for the reason of the Jaw. 
Clear, and indisputable, and undis- 
puted as all this is, yet even the) 
christian has yet to feel, how prone | 
to error all are, if he has not disco- | 
vered in himself a disposition to) 
question often the wisdom of God's, 
ways and institutions—and- when! 
differing with infinite wisdom, a, 
wayward propensity to believe that | 
he himself is not wrong, and of 
course God not right. Still, however, 
the best and wisest of men are fal- 
lible, and he who best knows his 
own weakness, will be ready to 
make the most charitable allowances 
for the weaknesses and errors of his 
neighbour, and to believe that tho’ 
he err in judgment, he may yet be 
seeking God, the knowledge of his 
will, and with a disposition to obey 
it. Let it once fer all be explicitly 
understood, as the cherished hope 
and persuasion of your preacher, 
that through the atoning blood of 
Jesus Christ, and through the mer- 
cy of that righteous Being, ««who 
alone is qualified to make allowance 
for the ignorance, invincible preju- 





|himself, if there be not in him, ‘an 
evil heart of unbelief.” 


If he be 
not more ready to credit some ©cun- 
ninely devised fable,” than the in- 
fallible word of God. 


(Yo be continued.) 
Of Devolion. 


Tren devotion is not so properly 
a particular virtue, as it is the way 
and manner of performing all the 
instances of our duty, and it consists 
in a constant and ready cheerfulness 
of mind, in doing the will of God 
however manifested to us; for this 
shows that we are entirely devoted 
to his service. It is an earnestness 
of soul to be conformed in every 
thing to the divine pleasure; so that 
the covetous do not more eagerly 
long for wealth, the ambitious for 
honour, and the epicure for pleasure, 
then the devout soul does to live in 
all the commandments of the Lord 
blameless: thatis to say, he is rea- 
dy to sacrifice the satisfactions of 
life, and to expose even life itself to 
gratify this desire, which inflames 





dices, imperfect reasonings, and 


his heart: all the ways that lead to 
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Heaven, are the objects of his de- 
light; and he would willingly choose 
the most rugged and_ straightest 
way, provided it does but prove the 
shortest and the surest. 

This truly religious temper of 
mind will put us upon enquiring in- 
to all the particulars of our duty, 
which we owe both to God and man. 
The natural language of such a soul 
is, Lord what wouldest thou have 
me do? Nothing can abate his cou- 
rage or cool his zeal, in steadfastly 
pursuing what he is convinced God’s 
laws require from him. 

He bears with admirable com- 
posedness all the various humours 
of those with whom he converses, 
which too often disorder and affect 
weak minds. ‘The sense of his own 
great imperfections, neither disqui- 
et nor discourage him, but make 
him more diligent to reform and 
amend them—His constant employ- 
ment is to subdue his passions, and 
to quell those storms that are apt to 
arise in his mind. He aims at per- 
fection by an exact performance of 
the duties of that station, wherein 
the providence of God hath placed 
him. He lays agreater stress upon 
doing his duty, than upon those out- 
ward or inward consolations that 
attend it. He is no ways terrified 
by those difficulties that are some- 
times strewed in the path of life; 
they rather raise his courage, in- 
erease his resolution, and make him 
more intent upon victory. His great- 
est delight is to mortify his senses, 
to live by faith, well knowing that 
the things which are seen are tem- 
poral, but things which are not seen 
are eterna]. His chiefest pleasure is 
to converse with God; and therefore 
you find him so often inthe church, 
and at the altar, as the surest places 
to enjoy him here below. He fre- 
quents the public prayers and re- 
ceives the holy communion with 





Of Devotion. 


heavenly affections; and with holy 
impatience for the blessing of God’s 
love. In the midst of business, his 
inind is upon heaven; and even in 
conversation with others, he silently 
breathes forth pious ejaculations to 
the blessed object of his love and 
desire. He lives wnder a constant 
sense of God’s omnipresence; and 
therefore he is not more upen his 
guard not to offend him, than he is 
intent upon doing those things, that 
are acceptable in his sight. 

And this his devotion does not 
more influence his own conduct, 
than appear amicable and pleasing 
to all about him—For the sick and 
needy will love your devotion, if 
they find comfort and relief for it. 
Your family will love your devotion, 
ifit makes you meek, quiet and peace- 
able. Your superiors willlove your 
devotion, if it makes you more sub- 
missive and obedient, and all men 
will love your devotion, if it makes 
you faithful and sincere, courteous 
and affable; ready to do all good of- 
fices, and tocomply with their in- 
clinations when it no ways contra- 
dicts your duty;,and above all, ifin 
the practices of your own exercises 
of piety, you do not censure and 
condemn them, when their conduct 
is different from your own and you 
do not think them obliged to govern 
themselves, exactly by your own 


measures and rules. 
Nelson. 


== 


Hap there been no truce religion, 
there could not have been any that 
is false. Had there been no divine 
institutions, superstition would have 
had no found:tion on which to have 
raised iis imaginary structure. To 
the perversion of sacred tradition, 
are the corruptions of heathenism 
to be traced up. 












